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To the Nobility and Gentry. 


RANT AND COMPANY beg leave to acquaint the 


Nobility and Gentry, That when the late 1 
ant of the plan for the better ſupplying t 
polis with plenty of fiſh from diſtant ſea- ports and rivers, by land- 


carriage, or otherwiſe, determined, in 1765, to withdraw him 


ſelf from any farther management thereof, They formed a re- 
ſolution to continue the ſame on their own account and riſk; 
flattering themſelves that the knowledge they had acquired in 


the ſeveral branches of our fiſheries during three years ſervice 


under that Gentleman, and their having learned by experience 
to avoid many expences which always attend new experiments, 
Joined to the utmoſt ceconomy, and the exertion of their beſt 
endeavours, would render the undertaking not only beneficial 
to the Public, but of ſome advantage to themſelves. —With 


theſe views, having provided themſelves with Fifty-frve fiſh-. 
machines, and other neceffary utenſils for carrying on the buſi. 


neſs; on the 3d of June, 1765, They gave public notice, 
that they continued five of the ſhops in the following markets, 
viz. St. James's — Shepherd's-Market May-Fair — Clare — Honeys 
Lane — and Leaden-hall. 

The encouragement we met with, on our firſt ſetting out, 
from many of the Nobility and: Gentry favouring us with their 
cuſtom, excited us to proſecute our undertaking with vigour. 
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to procure a plentiful ſupply of fiſh, and to ſell the ſame at. 
moderate rates.—That we have ſo done can be proved beyond 


contradiction; and that the proof might not reſt wholly on our 
aſſertion, we have kept a ſett of regular books, wherein all our 


proceedings have been DAILY entered, in order that the rec- 


titude thereof might be aſcertaind by inconteſtable fafts, From 
thoſe books we can make it appear, that, in the courſe of two 
years and an half, that is to ay, from the 3d of June 1765, to 
the 31ſt of December 1767, (the laſt time of balancing our 
accounts), we had actually brought to the London markets, 
from the ſea-coaſts of Devon, Dorſet, Suſſex, and Kent, one bun- 
dred and fifty-two tons, fifteen hundred, one quarter, and twenty 
pounds of prime fiſh of various ſorts, which, when arrived in 
London, coſt us 70747. 5s. 10d. being, on an average, four- 
pence three fartbings and 3+ parts of a farthing per pound; and was 
Jold for 78391. 15s. 4d. which, on an average, is but five-pence 
Half penny per pound; and conſequently yielded us but one half- 
penny and x parts of a farthing per pound advance. Whereas, 
in the courſe of the above time, we bought at Billingſgate, one 
hundred and thirty-nine tons, three hundred, one quarter, and one 


pound, of ſuch kinds of fiſh as were procureable in that market, 


in order to furniſh our cuſtomers with every ſort they might 
require, and at a moderate advance on the prime coſt. This 
quantity of Billingſgate fiſh coſt us, in that market, no leſs than 

10066), 18s. 14. being, on an average, ſeven-pence three farthings 
per pound, which is_two-pence farthing per pound more than the 
fiſh, which we procured from the ſea-coaſts, was actually /o/d 


for in our ſhops by retail. —This Billingſgate fiſh we ſold for 


114451. 175. 8d. the average rate whereof was eight-penee three 
farthings, and 2d parts of a farthing per pound; and conſequently 
yielded us but one penny, and £ parts of a farthing per pound ad- 
vance on the prime coſt; out of which all the charges attending 


the ſale in the ſhops were to be defrayed, before any profit whatever 


could accrue to ourſelves. 


- From this true ſtate of our dealings, ready to be proved by 


books regularly kept in the manner above-mentioned, or N 
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oath if required, our cuſtomers and the public are left to judg 
at what cheap rates we have furniſhed the ſupplies by land- 


carriage, and for what a ſmall advance on the prime coft the 


Billingſgate fiſh hath been fold by us. But that our cuſtomers 
and the public may be ſtill more fully informed of our proceed- 
ings in general, we beg leave to obſerve, that the total quantity 
- fiſh of all kinds, in whatever manner procured, and fold by 


us in the before-mentioned time, amounted together to /wo bun- 


dred and ninety-one tons, eighteen hundred, two quarters, and twenty 


pounds, which, upon the whole, coſt us 17141. 36. 11d. before 
it was expoſed to ſale in our ſhops, being, at an average, /x- 


pence, one farthing, and parts of a farthing per pound, and was 


6 
7 


fold for 1928“. 135. being even pence, and s parts of a far- 
thing, per pound; conſequently the difference between the coſt. 


—— 


of the total quantity of fiſh above-mentioned, and the money 
which aroſe by the ſale thereof in the ſhops, was but 2144. gs. 


1d. and is no more than zhree farthings, and , parts of a far- 
thing per pound, to defray the rents of the ſeveral ſhops and all 
other charges and expences at London, in retailing the ſaid fiſh, 


before any profit whatever could accrue to ourſelves for our time 
and trouble in conducting the undertaking, or any conſideration 
for the advancing a conſiderable capital for carrying on the ſame + 


at our own riſk, or to ſecure us againſt bad debts. 
The more fully to evince the truth of the above facts, and to 


particularize the ſame, we hereunto ſubjoin the following ab- 


{tract from our books 


Debtor. 


„ 


— r © 
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| Coſt of 1751] 3| 25 2] Soals, turbots, &c, purchaſed 
| y N at Brixham in Devon 2636 6 10 SS! 
Carriage of ditto to London 2126 15 10] L. . 4. 
| g — 4753] 2] 8 
675 |2|14 |Whitings, purchaſed at Folk- F 
4/ * iy —— ent 323 6 3 
| Carriage of ditto to London 276 10 5 | 
{ | | X Err 16] 8. 
| 543312340 Mackerel and Herrings, pur- 
| | _ at Brighton in Suf- > 633 11 
1 EX ö N 
® Carriage of ditto to London 152 3 6 
© Of ne 
Hh 3113 [Mackerel, purchaſed a - . ? 
} ; 1 mouth in Dorſet * n 
| Carriage of ditto to London 77 11 3 | 
—— 204410 4 
| To wheelwrights for er, i 
| wheels, and repairs of the F : 
| | machines on the ſeveral f 19 15. 7 
i roads 
15 | [Expence of ſeveral journies 
! 3 to Brixham, Folkſtone, 4 
| Brighton, and other parts. 94 14 | 
: q | 5 5 of f the ſea-coaſts ; F 
. (Charges of removing ſundry | | 
f |  fiſh-machines to different | q 
| | parts of the ſea-coaſts, as 16 11 3 
7 they were occaſionally 
| wanted | 
— — Tv — 531] of11 
11193] Of fiſh brought by land-carriage, which 12 1— 
ta 7 coſt, 1 at the ſhops, mow $10 
| ; 
2783 1] 02 [Of fiſh purchaſed at Billingſgate, which coſt 10066181 
— — BG Tons C. grs. th, e e 
Total 5838 2.20 Being 291 18 2 20 coſt 1714103111 
ö — — (ä — 7 
| Ballance towards paying all the — | 
| 11 of retailing the above fiſh in the ſhops "IRE 2 .: Ti 
| nns | 
| | | 4, * 5 


E 1 
CRE Dib T0: 


* 


By produce of the ale of fiſh brou ght from Brixhant 


By ditto . from Folkſtone — 


By dito — from Brighton a 


By ditto — from Weymouth — 


By produce of the ſale of fiſh purchaſed at Billingſgate 


192 


EI 

Having ſhewn the quantity and rate at which WE have fur- 
niſhed our cuſtomers with fiſh at our ſhops, during the ſpace 
of Thirty-one months, and diſtinguiſhed what we procured from 
the ſeveral parts of our fea coaſts, or purchaſed at Billingſgate, 
we ſhall now take the liberty to make ſome obſervations on cer- 
"tain printed propoſals, ſigned Thomas Everett and Edward Birch, 
which we find have been ſent to our moſt reſpectable cuſtomers 
in particular, as well as to other perſons in all parts of the 
Town; tending to induce the Nobility and Gentry to advance. 
theſe propoſers a conſiderable ſum of money, viz. 30007. under 
pretence of their carrying on anew method of fiſhery ; and with 
the farther view of withdrawing our cuſtomers from us. This 
we are very ſorry to ſay they have in ſome meaſure effected: But 
we are not without hopes of regaining ſuch as have left us, when 
they come to be convinced by experience of the deception of 
thoſe propofals ; provided we can in the mean time ſuſtain the 
expence of keeping our ſhops open, and continuing our trade, 
with ſuch a reduction of our ſales, which we find to be already 
injured thereby, as well as by ſome inſinuations which they have 
propagated to our prejudice, relative particularly to our bring- 
ing fiſh to market by land carriage from Torbay. 

Hitherto indeed, being conſcious that they had no foundation 
in truth, (as we ſhall make appear hereafter) we have ſhewn our 
contempt thereof by our filence : but now we ſee it abſolutely 
neceſſary to lay open the fallacy. of their aſſertions, and the de- 
luſjon of their propoſitions ; and therefore begin with making 
ſome obſervations on the firſt article they ſet forth, under the 
head of Conditions, at the end of thoſe propoſals; namely: 

That any perſon advancing three guineas, ſhall have one penny 
per pound carricd to account in their favour. | | 

If this is meant as a benefit to ſuch contributors, it muſt im- 
ply that they are to be ſerved with fiſh at one penny per pound 
lefs than other cuſtomers are to pay; otherwiſe it can mean no- 
thing, and may very juſtly come under the denomination of a 
cateb- penny. For a queſtion naturally ariſes, how long they mean 


this benefit or diſcount ſhall be continued to ſuch — 
+ This 


| 7 | 
This they do not abſolutely declare; but it ſeems very clear to 
us, that it muſt end when their contributors have bought and 
paid for as many pounds of fiſh as there are pence in the ſums 
they have contributed : and conſequently a perſon, who has 
advanced them three guineas, muſt be their cuſtomer for 756 
pounds of fiſh at their price, before ſuch cuſtomer can receive 
ſuch imaginary advantage; at which period it appears the money 
ſo advanced will be SUNK with the propoſers; and after that 
time it is imagined ſuch perſon will be charged an equal price 
with other cuſtomers ; and this appears clearly to be their in- 
tention : for in the ſame article they add, that any perſon advanc- 
ing five guineas, and taking no MORE than 121b. of f/f per week, 
will at the expiration of two years draw out again five pounds four 
ſhillings. | | | 

Now the quantity of fiſh, with which ſuch contributor 1s to be 
ſupplied in the time abovementioned, exactly correſponding in 
the number of pounds weight, with the number of pence 1n the ſaid ſum 
of five pounds four ſhillings, UNMASKS THEIR SCHEME, 
and ſhews that the total ſum required, viz. Three thouſand pounds, 
1s to become abſorbed with theſe propoſers, when the ſeveral 
_ contributors have bought their ſhares or proportions of 720,000 
pounds weight of fiſh, being the number of pounds 1n weight, 
equal to the number of pence in the ſaid three thouſand pounds. 
But a doubt ariſes whether they intend to furniſh their contribu- 
tors with any more pounds of fiſh than are equal to the pence 
in two thouſand pounds of this money: becauſe they ſay in the 
propoſals, that they have already expended 1000/7. in making 
experiments, &c,—And in a note at the end of the conditions, 
add, There will be no more required than 20001. BESIDES what we 

have already advanced. Therefore it may be preſumed that the 
ſum of 10001. is to be ſet off, in the firſt place, to reimburſe 
that ſum, which they aſſert they have already expended. 

We moreover take the liberty to deſire theſe propoſers to 
ſhew, in what manner they mean to give their contributors the 
diſcount of one penny per pound, otherwiſe than out of their 
own monies, or by rating the fiſh they ſell them at one penny 

B | per 
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per pound more, on its general price, than they could afford to 
ſell it at; for we muſt conclude they mean to be reimburſed the 
expences they are at in procuring the fiſh, and the charges of 
retailing the ſame in the ſhops, with ſome profit to themſelves, 
over and above the penny per pound diſcount ; otherwiſe they 
mult be out of pocket in making ſuch allowance : and how long 
ſuch benefit can be continued to the contributors, a ſhort time 
will moſt certainly prove. — But we find even this advantage is 
not to be allowed the contributors on all the forts of fiſh which | 
theſe propoſers ſhall ſupply ſuch cuſtomers with: For in the ſe- 
cond condition they ſay, _ 

All the fiſh bought at Billing ſeate, to be ſold to thoſe Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, who advance money, at only one penny per pound profit. 

By the word pref, we mult underſtand they mean one penny 
per pound advantage to themſelves, after the prime coſt, and 
all charges which attend retailing the fiſh in the ſhops, are defray- 
ed; otherwiſe they ought to have fairly and clearly ſaid, only one 
penny per pound ADV ANCE on the prime coſt thereof at Billingſgate. 
Therefore this, as well as the foregoing obſervation, requires 
ſome rxplanatioh. For WE received of our cuſtomers but three 
| farthings and , paris of a farthin 1 per pound ADVANCE, on all 

the fiſh we ſold, the major part whereof were prime ſorts ; out of 
which ADVANCE, all cur expences of retailing the ſame in the ſhops 
were to be defrayed, befor e any profit whatever cauld accrue to our- 
ſelves, as we have before more particularly ſet forth. A queſ- 
tion moreover occurs, How are the cuſtomers of thoſe propoſers 
to know whether the fiſh they may be furniſhed with, is part of 
thoſe they are to procure by their pretended new method of 
fiſhery, and on which agreeable to the firſt article of their con- 
ditions they are to allow one penny per pound diſcount z or part 
of thoſe which they may purchaſe at Billingſgate, and on which, 
agreeable to the ſecond article, they are to make a charge of 
one penny per pound profit ? Poſhbly they mean to infer that 
this ſatisfaction to their S is to ariſe by the fifth ar- 
ticle of their conditions, viz. An affidavit will be made before a 
MAGISTRATE of the Fog ty of fiſh bro:ght in every trip, al 
1a 
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hall be ſold at ſuch price as HE. ſhall affix, according to the quantity 
caught. | | 

This leads to an enquiry who this Magiſtrate is; as he may 

not improbably be a party concerned, or one who is to reap 

ſome advantage thereby: otherwiſe we conceive it will be diffi- 

cult to find a Magiſtrate, who will take the trouble of making 
calculations, on the coſt and charges of commodities in Which 

other men trade, and more eſpecially fiſn, which conſiſt of a great 

variety of ſorts and ſizes, differing in their quality and freſhneſs 

&c. &c. ſo as to adjuſt their ſelling price, at what may be 
thought a reaſonable profit. And this we may venture to aſſert 

can be done only by one who will attend the landing or forting 
of ſuch fiſh: otherwiſe great delays muſt occur, and prevent 

its going to market in time. And if this is not done, previouſly 

to its being expoſed to ſale in the ſhops, what purpoſe will ic 

7 anſwer? or of what uſe to their contributors will be the N. B. 
at the end of their propoſals, That the price every ſort of fiſh was 
ſold for, is to be publiſhed in the Daily once every week, as well as 
all other their proceedings? With which they have not yet com- 
plied, for the ſatisfaction either of their contributors, or the 
public, notwithſtanding they expect to raiſe ſo large a ſum of 
money, upon theſe vague and abſurd propoſitions. 5 
We now think it neceſſary to take notice of their attempts 
to prejudice us in the Land- carriage Undertaking. With this de- 
ſign they have given out, That tbe fiſh from Torbay is at leaſt three 
days coming by land carriage: an aſſertion which is ſo far from 
truth, that ſcarce one carriage in twenty has ever exceeded Forty 
hours, from the time the land- carriage undertaking was firſt ſet on 
foot. On the contrary, the fiſh machines have generally perform- 
ed their journey in 36 to 38 hours; which indeed is lels than 6 
miles per hour; it being but 206 miles from Torbay to London. 
But nothing can be a more convincing proof of the goodneſs of 
the fiſh ſo brought, and the ſatisfaction it has given the Public; 
than that there has been upwards of Six hundred tons of f 
brought by land-carriage W ONLY, and fold in 
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the London markets; and great quantities ſtill continue to be 


brought by us, whenever procurable, as well as from many other 
parts of the ſea coaſts in the Britiſh channel; from whence, to 
our knowledge, there has been conveyed by land- carriage to this 
metropolis, an extraordinary ſupply of ONE THOUSAND 
TONS and upwards, ſince this undertaking was firſt eſta- 
bliſhed. 5 : 

Flattering ourſelves that we have in a ſatisfactory manner 
ſhewn the falſhood of the inſinuation above mentioned, and alſo 
the deluſory nature of the conditions thrown out by theſe pro- 
poſers, in order to draw our cuſtomers from us, we ſhall now 
take the liberty of making ſome obſervations on their pretence 
of having introduced a new method of fiſhing, by which they 
hope to raiſe 3000. aſſerting that They have already expended 
10007. and upwards, to prove the utility thereof to their own ſatis- 


fadlion; and that they had made a great improvement therein, and 


rendered it much more effefiual than the method long prattiſed by the 
Dutch with a ny ſucceſs. 

If theſe were facts, it may be aſked, why did theſe propoſers 
decline purſuing their undertaking, and ſay They did not think it 
convenient to proceed until they had addreſſed the Public? And wh 

addreſs the Public for 3000/7. when they acknowledge but — 
to have been expended ; and that in chartering (which is to ſay 
hiring) veſſels, procuring tackle, and making the proper experiments; 
* by the word upwards being des thereto, they mean to 
impreſs the Public with an idea of their having expended nearly 
to the amount of the total ſum required. Be that as it may, 
we will ſtate their application to the Public, in the moſt favour- 
able light we can conceive it in, and ſuppoſe that if the whole 


ſum is contributed, they will only reimburſe themſelves their ex- 


pences, amounting to 1000. which they poſitively aſſert to 
have laid out in making experiments ſo very ſatisfactory to them- 


felves, and that the remaining 2000/7. may be applied to carry their 


undertaking into the moſt extenſive execution. 
How this ſum is to be employed to anſwer ſuch a purpoſe, is 
a matter worthy of enquiry, as it 1s plain they do not mean to 
charter, that is to ſay hire, any of the ſmacks which are already 
2 | | con- 
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conſtructed, for the purpoſe of bringing fiſn alive to the port of 
London. For in a paragraph of their propoſals, under the head 
Reaſons of diſappoiniment, they ſay, Having when we began no 
veſſels of cur own, we were neceſſitated to proceed as the fiſhermen 
pleaſed, Conſequently we preſume they mult have a view, with 
this money either to conſtruct new ſmacks, or purchaſe ſome of 
thoſe which are already built. Now it is well known that theſe 
Smacks when new, coſt about 6007. each, and that there are at 
this time at leaſt fourſcore of them employed in ſupplying the 
London markets: which one with another, new and old, we may 
value at 300 J. each, making together 40,000/. Therefore the 
ſum of 20007. cannot go farther than to purchaſe four ſuch. 
Smacks, and tend to little other purpoſe, than that of veſting . 
the property of theſe veſſels in the propoſers. For it is to be 
obſerved that the number of veſſels now employed, in the pre- 
ſent. method of fiſhing, will, in this caſe, be reduced in that 
proportion: conſequently no other benefit can ariſe to the 
Public, than from the quantity of fiſh that may be caught by any 
new method theſe propoſers pretend to carry into execution, 
above what ſuch veſſels would have caught by the uſual manner 
of fiſhing. —Or if ſuch ſum were employed to build new Smacks, 
it would not add a twentieth part to the number of thoſe already 
conſtructed, and now employed in the purpoſe of bringing fiſh alive ' 


to the port of London; nor tend to furniſh any eſſential addition 


to the preſent ſupply of fiſh, or towards the reduction of its 
price; which we conceive will not be the effect of any example 
which theſe propoſers already have, or may hereafter ſet us; 
ſeeing they have acknowledged themſelves to be fo little ac- 


qvainted with the ſeaſons for fiſhing, as to ſet out the middle of p 


September upon the Cod-fiſhery according to their new method; 
which in the paragraph of their Reaſons of diſappointment they 


ſay proved too early; and afterwards add, That by the firſt of 


December as the Herrings leave the ground, of which the Dog-fiſh 
are in continual purſuit, the God-fiſh will then ſucceed them UN- 
MOLESTED. | | 
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Now as their propoſals were printed, and diſperſed, in the 
F month of November laſt, it may not be improper to aſk them, 
2 what ſucceſs has attended any attempts made by them in the 
proper ſeaſon? as it is now above five months ſince the time 
abovementioned. Or are we to conclude from their ſilence, that 
they have really left the Cod- fi UNMOLESTED during the 
proper ſeaſen? « | 

We come now to their pretended merit of introducing a new 
method of fiſhing by the long lines, which 1s as groundleſs as 
their other aſſertions. For it was well known to all the fiſher- 
men at Harwich, that upwards of 200 lines, with all other gear, 
proper for the catching cod and turbot by the long line, as 
e wp by the Dutch, were procured by a Gentleman well 
Known for his late ſervices to the public in the fiſheries, and 
were landed at that port. — And moreover, to our knowledge, 
ſpecimens thereof compleately fitted for uſe, accompanied with 
a particular explanation, and the method of uſing them, were 
preſented to the Society for the encouragement of arts, manu- 
factures, and commerce, in February 1765, and depoſited with 


| their Regiſter. — 


And public notice was given in the papers, to the owners 
of any well-ſmacks, fiſhermen, or others, that they might apply 
at the ſociety's office, and have inſpection thereof, as well as 
information where the ſeveral articles might be. procured, in 
England, of equal goodneſs with thoſe made by the Dutch. 
And moreover an offer was therein made, to furniſh two com- 
pleat ſets of Dutch turbot-tackle, ſufficient for two veſſels of 
fifty tons burthen each, at their prime coſt, viz. 251. a ſett; 
and likewiſe that they might be acquainted with the proper bart 
which the Dutch uſe for catching turbot, and where they might 
procure it.—And here we beg leave to obſerve, that in one of 
the paragraphs of theſe propoſers, under the head undertaking 
the turbet fiſhery, they ſay, That as ſoon as the ſeaſon arrived they 
uiould proceed thereon, and endeavour to reſcue from the hands of 
Dutchmen that fiſhery, FOR WHICH WE SUPPLY THEM 


WITH BAIT. 
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Now had thele propoſers, ignorant as they are of this fiſhery, 
only applicd as above, they might have been better informed, and 
known that the Dutch have not one ſingle bait fromus FOR CATCH- 
ING OF TURBOT ; bur are wholly furniſhed therewith from 
their own rivers and coaſts; and that it is only for catching of 
cod in the winter ſeaſon, that they have any kind of bait trom 
us, which is the lampern-eel, for which they do not ſent veſſels 
until the beginning of November, and never come to England 
for them after the 20th of February, as they cannot be kept 
alive on board veſſels in warm weather; more eſpecially in the 
heat of ſummer, during the turbot ſeaſon, which begins in 
April, and ends in Auguſt.— That this is fact, may be known 
by any one who will give himſelf the trouble to enquire of Mr. 
Henry Weſt at Brentford, who furniſhes the Dutch with Lampern- 
Eels by contract, as our fiſhermen do not make ule of this bair 
themſclves.-—It is to be hoped however that, if they could be 
induced to purſue the Dutch method of fiſhing by long lines, 
this bait would come into uſe for our own Cod-fiſhery, of which 
enough may be procured to ſerve both them and us.— 

But for the purpoſes of effectually eſtabliſhing the Dutch 
method of fiſhing, either for Cod or Turbot, by long lines, 
expences for ſome alterations in the wells of our veſſels tor the 
better preſerving the Turbot alive, when caught, and likewiſe 
ſome other preparations to preſerve the Lampern-Eels alive for 
Cod-fiſhing, muſt neceſſarily occur; and the owners moreover: 
be ſubject to a loſing account, while our fiſhermen are bring- 
ing themſelves by experience into the practice of laying the 
long lines; and therefore the perſons concerned in our fiſheries 
are backward to undertake 1t, without ſome bounty for, two 
ſcaſons; which probably might turn to advantage in the end. 
But it would prove of very little uſe to give a partial encou- 
ragement to be proprieters of three or four veſſels only; as it 
could anſwer no other purpoſe than repeating experiments. 
which have been already tried, and proved not only. by the 
Dutch practice, but alſo by ſome expert fiſhermen of our own, 
long before Mr. Everett or Birch publiſhed their propoſals, or 
knew any thing of the matter, as we ſhall ſhew from _—_ | 
5 o 
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For in the year 1766, the two compleat ſetts of long lines before 
mentioned were put into the hands of Mr. Roger Hines of Har- 
wich, owner of ſome ſmacks at that port employed in the Cod- 
fiſhery, for the ſupply of this metropolis, who, after having 
provided himſelf with a perſon well verſed in the Dutch method 
of laying them, with other experienced fiſhermen on board his 
veſſels, did ſend them out in the ſaid year, and ſufficiently 
proved the utility thereof. — . 

And moreover it is well known to us, (and may be ſo to any 
who will give themiclves the trouble to enquire at Harwich) 
that a petition of the fiſhermen of that town was drawn up in 
the year 1766, with a view of getting the ſame preſented to par- 
lament, in which they offered to attempt the turbot fiſhery with 
long lines, on being allowed a bounty of 757. to each veſſel; 
'viz. 5ol. at their ſetting out on or about the 10th of May, and 
purſuing the ſame to the 10th of Auguſt, when they were to 
receive the remaining 25/.—and made no doubt, but that with 
this encouragement, for two ſeaſons only, joined to their {kill 
and diligence, they ſhould in that time get their crews into the 
Dutch method of catching thoſe fiſh, and be able to vie with 
them in that valuable branch of fiſhery.——PFor that purpoſe 
they propoſed to furniſh ſuch a number of well-ſmacks as ſhould 
be thought proper, of the burthen of fifty tons and upwards ; 
and that beſides the maiter and three other able fiſhermen, with 
four apprentices, they would moreover oblige themſelves to 
procure a perſon expert in the method of ſhooting the lines, to 
form the complement of each veſſel, who ſhould all be paid and 
victualled at their expence; and they would alſo provide all the 
lines, buoys, anchors, trays, baſkets, bait, and other neceſſary 
implements, agreeable to the Dutch ſpecimens before- mentioned; 
and moreover engage, that all the turbot which ſhould be caught 
by ſuch veſſels ſhould be carried to and fold by free and open 
fale at the London market; and that the maſters of ſuch veſlels, 
with two others of the crew, ſhould, at the concluſion of every 
voyage, certify upon oath the quantity of turbot they ſhould 
catch. From which it appears, that, for the ſum of 6007. 
the public might avail themſelves of engaging four ſmacks for 
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tt ſeaſons, and with great probability of ſucceſs, by putting 
this encouragement into the hands of experienced men bred to 
the fiſheries. —And therefore the ſum which Mr. Everett and 
Birch require, namely 3000 J. would engage tweniy veſſels in- 
ſtead of four. And to our knowledge, the owners and crews 
of twelve well-ſmacks belonging to Harwich, are ready to engage 
whenever ſuch encouragement ſhall be given. —Were it the 
practice of the owners of our fiſhing ſmacks, and the fiſhermen 
employed therein, to follow the example of the Dutch, and 
divide the monies which ariſe from the ſale of the fiſh, caught 
by each veſſel reſpectively, into /ares, appropriating certain 
ſhares to the veſſel, and to proportion the remainder among the 
crew in lieu of wages, it would have great effect in exciting 
their diligence and application; as has been experienced by the 
Dutch fiſheries in general, and our own fiſhery at Torbay in 
particular, where it is divided into ſeven ſhares, viz. three for 
the veſſel and fiſhing-tackle, bree, for three men, and ane for 
two boys or apprentices. 1; | 
Thus we conceive we have ſufficiently made it appear, that 
Mr. Everett and Birch have not the leaſt pretence to the merit 
of introducing a new method of fiſhing; and likewiſe that they 
are not the perſons molt proper, or able, to carry ſuch an under- 
taking into execution, nor would the Public obtain the deſired 
effect from the large contribution which they require, founded 
on their bare aſſertion of having expended 1000. and upwards, 
in hiring veſſels, procuring tackle, and trying experiments; 
which experiments are no better aſcertained, as they give no 
account of the tale, ſpecies, or weight of the fiſh they caught, 
in the trials which they pretend to have made; nor ſhewn what 
veſſels they did hire, at what rate per month, or for what time 
they were ſo employed; nor what ſuch tackle coſt them. 
Theſe, if they had been ſpecified, would have ſhewn real facts, 
inſtead of bare aſſertions, and might have been introduced in 
_ propoſals, by a ſhort abſtract from their books, or 
vouchers, 44 5 
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We have above ſtated the evident advantages, which our 
cuſtomers received from our ſupplies of fiſh by land- carriage, 
or otherwiſe, during the ſpace of thirty-one months and up- 
wards, on the advance of a large capital of our own, without 
requiring any contribution whatever to aſſiſt us; and have 
clearly ſhewn that we furniſhed them at a much leſs advance an 
the prime coſt of thoſe ſupplies which we procured, than theſe 
propoſers intend; who, if we underſtand them right, mean to 
have one penny per pound on all the fiſh which they ſhall ſell, 
after the prime coſt of procuring, together with all the charges 
of retailing the ſame, are defrayed; that is to ſay, one penny per 
pound clear profit, beſides the advantage of a very conſiderable 
contribution. Whereas WE, without any ſuch advantage, re- 
ceived only a very trifle above three fertbings per pound advance 
en the prime coſt of all the fiſh we furniſhed ; out of which the ex- 
pences attending the retail of the ſame in our ſhops, were firſt 
to be deducted; and we can, with confidence and truth, aſſure 
our cuſtomers, that thoſe charges being paid, did not leave us 
one ferthing per pound, as a conſideration for our time and trou- 
ble, and riſk of the capital we had advanced. We ſhould there- 
fore think ourſelves in a happy ſituation, to have our coſt and 
Charges ſo ſecured with a penny per pound clear profit, which the 
propoſers Mr. Everett and Birch ſeem to aim at. But we have 
no fuch view, and hope that when our propoſals ſhall be com- 
pared with theirs, the Nobthty and Gentry, who have been our 
cuſtomers, will not neglect a real advantage in poſſeſſion, for the 
indulgence of a proſpect, which appears at beſt but chimerical: 
more eſpecially as we require no contributions from them, but 
deſire to reſt ſolely on the merits of our endeavours to furniſh a. 
plentiful ſupply of fiſh at moderate rates,.in whatever manner it 
is PRACTICABLE. to procure it; requeſting no other favour, 
but to-obtain a proper number of cuſtomers at each of qur places 
of fale, agreeable in ſome meaſure to the quantity ve. can pro- 
cure. For the cheapneſs of the ſupply muſt, in a great mea- 
ſure, depend on the extent of the fale, (eſpecially when the 
commodity is of a very periſhable nature) with ſome degree of 
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probability of our being enabled to defray the expences which 
each place of ſale muſt unavoidably be attended with, But 
having found by experience that the number of our cuſtomers, 
and our vent for the fiſh we had procured, were not equal to. 
the keeping open five ſhops, and paying the ſervants neceſſary 
for them; we gave up the two which we found had the fewelt 
cuſtomers, and yet were attended with the greateſt expence of 
rents, &c. viz. one in Leadenball, and the other in Honey-lane 
market; and now ſend all the fiſh which we procure by land- 
carriage, or otherwiſe, to the other three, viz. a part thereof to 
that in St. James's-market, to the care of Samuel Burton; another 
part to Shepherd*s-market May: fair, to the care of Samuel Fox- 
tow; and a third part to Clare-market, to the care of Thomas 
Carter; which three perſons, joined with Mr. Jobn Grant, are 
all who are concerned as partners in this undertaking. Of theſe 
the latter is principally employed in keeping the general accounts, 
carrying on the correſpondence with the agents at the ſea-ports, 
and other parts of the moſt material buſineſs. So that each of us 
raking a ſhare in the execution of the undertaking,. we have all 
full employment for our whole time and attention. Thus 
having reduced every kind of expence, that men, who have had 
near ſeven years experience in the buſineſs, could with propriety 
ſtrike off, we are induced to hope, that ſuch of the Nobility 
and Gentry, who may be pleaſed to favour us with their cuſtom, 
will approve of the propoſals we now offer, of opening an account 
with ſuch Nobleman, Lady, or Gentleman, who may be pleaſed to 
ſignify by a line, or meſſage, to the ſhop that may be moſt con- 
venient for them, that they will be furniſhed with all the fiſh they 
want from us; becauſe their former good intentions in our fayour 
have been frequently fruſtrated by various artifices, and a great 
part of their ready money trade carried from us to others, 
which we find impoſſible to prevent in any other way than by 
opening accounts. We have alſo been often ſubject to blame 
for a bad commodity, .and extravagant prices of filh, which has 
actually been bought at other places.—We therefore hope thar, 
upon a due conſideration op conditions of our propoſals, 
* - 2 | "72" 


LOWS: 

the Nobility and Gentry, will approve them; more eſpecially 
as they are not attended with a view of collecting contributions 
for our own emolument, but only to enable us with ſome degree 
of certainty and ſafety to ſupply our ſhops with plenty, and fur- 
niſh our cuſtomers with a greater quantity and variety of: fiſh 
than we could otherwiſe do.—Indeed, without ſuch encourage- 
ment we cannot continue to ſupport, as we now do, numbers 
of induſtrious fiſhermen and their families, who, in the weſtern 
parts of this kingdom in particular, depend chiefly upon us and 
our ſales; and it is in vain for us to continue exciting their 
induſtry to catch fiſh, unleſs we have ſome more certain pro- 
ſpect of vending the ſame than we have hitherto had, after 
taking it off their hands, and being at the expence of bringing 
it to London,— | KY ; 

And were we not to be favoured with a depoſit, in the man- 
ner hereafter propoſed, in conſideration of opening accounts 
with our eſtabliſhed cuſtomers, we ſhould be obliged not only 
greatly to enlarge our capital in the trade, but alſo be ſubject to 
great riſks, and other diſadvantages in giving credit; and under 
{uch circumſtances an increaſe of price muſt unavoidably be the 
conſequence; all which a depoſit will remove, to the mutual 
benefit of both buyer and ſeller. And we do faithfully promiſe, 
upon ſuch encouragement, to exert our utmoſt endeavours to 
procure a plentiful ſupply, and to retail the ſame at as cheap 
rates as we poſſibly can, to allow ourſelves a moderate ſubſiſt- 
ence, with ſome reaſonable conſideration of intereſt for the capi- 
tal advanced. And we further promiſe to ſend a printed 
account of our tranſactions at the period of every half year, 
viz. in the month of October, and in the month of April, to 
each Nobleman, Lady, or Gentleman, who ſhall make any de- 
poſit with us; in which account ſhall be ſet forth the quantity 
of fiſh procured, and from what parts of our ſea- coaſts, to- 
gether with all monies paid and received, and a balance ſtruck. 
From which thoſe cuſtomers, who make ſuch depoſit, will be 
able to judge whether we do, or do not, conform to the 
principles we ſet out upon.—And that the ſame may more fully 

appear, 
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appear, we will readily ſubmit our books to the inſpection of 
any Depoſitor, who may require more particular ſatisfaction re- 
lative to ſuch printed account. | 
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XN Nobleman, Lady, or Gentleman, who may be diſpoſed 

to encourage us in proſecuting the undertaking by land- 
carriage, and every other prafticable method, to increaſe the ſupply 
of fiſh and the vent thereof, and will be pleaſed to depoſit, at 
any of the three ſhops hereafter mentioned, the ſum of Five, 


Ten, Fifteen, or Twenty Guineas ; or, as nearly as can be judged, 


the amount of the half yearly conſumption of fiſh in their fa- 
milies, ſhall have our receipt for the ſame, ſubjecting us to the 
full payment thereof, at any time after three months notice, left 
at the ſhop where their monies were depoſited, or ſuch balance 
thereof as may be due to them on account; as we do not mean 
to lay any obligation whatever, on ſuch perſons ſo depoſiting, to 
continue their cuſtom to us, in order to the recovery of their 
money, a moment longer than they may think vs deſerving of it 
ſeeing that during the ſaid three months, after notice given as 
above, they may be ſerved elſewhere, ſhould we be ſo unfor- 
tunate as to incur their diſpleaſure, The only reaſon for our 


taking the liberty of requiring three months notice for the n 3 


ment of ſuch depoſit, or the balance of the account, ariſes from 
the conſideration, that not only our own capital, but alſo the 
monies which ſhall be ſo depoſited, will be diſperſed on various 
parts of our ſea coaſts, in order to go as far as poſſible towards. 
procuring and encouraging the increaſed; ſupply, in whatever 
manner it is practicable ſo to do; and conſequently our monies 
cannot be immediately called in, nor can we with pro- 


priety or ſafety, increaſe the ſupply, but by having in ſome _ 


degree a certain vent to depend on, added to the chance- 
cuſtomers who occaſionally buy with ready money. —That this. 
| 2 
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_ 8 : AH] may be clearly underſtood, we think it neceſſary to 
> obſerve, that the ſeveral ſums which may be depoſited are in- 
| - tended to remain in our hands compleat, on the commencement 
pf every half yearly period before mentioned; except ſuch no- 
= tice, as aforeſaid, of withdrawing the ſame be given at our 
J ſhops. This may be done by ſuch depoſiting cuſtomers regu- 
larly paying the amount of their bills, either monthly, quarterly, 
dr at the period of every half year, for the fiſh they ſhall have 
been ſupplied with during ſuch time; by which means we ſhall 
ſtill remain poſſeſſed of ſuch monies as ſhall be depoſited, and 
the depoſitor continue in poſſeſſion of our receipt for repayment 
thereof, when demanded as aforeſaid; and conſequently the only 
encouragement we require can amount to no more than the in- 
tereſt of the money depoſited ; in lieu whereof we give credit 
in account from time to time, and flatter ourſelves that the de- 
poſitors will find a benefit in the moderate prices of our fiſh, 
more than adequate thereto. And we do aſſure them that all 
the fiſh fo furniſhed ſhall be rated at the loweſt prices we can 
afford, and warranted perfectly good, or on complaint thereof, 
and being returned, either dreſſed or undreſſed, whatever hath 
been charged for the ſame ſhall be ſtruck off the account. And 
any depolitor, ſending orders to the ſhops before eight o'clock 
in an evening, may depend on being ſupplied next morning, 
with ſuch kinds of fiſh as may be required, if procurable.—And 
thoſe who may reſide, in the ſummer ſeaſon, within a convenient 
diſtance from London, ſhall have their commands obeyed, by 
any conveyance they may pleaſe to order, on timely notice being 
given by letter, or otherwiſe, directed to GRANT and Cꝰ. at 


either of the three ſhops, viz. : 


= 
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One in ST. Jauzs's Marxer,. fronting Norris-ſtreet, which 
leads from the Hay- market. 

One in SnEPRERD'“S MARKET MAVY-FAIR. 

And the other in CLARE MARKET, the corner of Clement's- 


lane : 
All 


b 23 7 JJ 
All which may be more particularly kno by a painted a Wy I 
board with the following inſcription at each of them, via. IM 
s 1 
Original place of Sale for fiſh, by land- g . or otherwiſe * os 
continued by GRANT and CF. ** ; 
JohN GRANT.” | 
SAMUEL BURTON. 
SAMUEL FoxLow. 
THOMAS CARTER. 

At either of the ſhops ee e the following receipt . 
will be given for the monies which any Perſon ſhall be pleaſed. 1 
to depoſit: ä | 

Received of a depoſit of the ** « 
of which we promiſe to pay 


three Gab after demand; or ſuch balance thereof as. 
may be then due on account. 


I | 5 | For GRANT and C®. 


A lift of the ſeveral ſpecies of fiſh that are procureable, will 
every Morning be made out at each of the ſhops, with their 
reſpective price for the day; and ſent to the houſes of any de- 
poft ling cuſtomers that {hall require it, by Ten or Eleven o Clock. 


Mr. Grant will wait on any Nobleman, Lady, or Gentleman,, 
en notice being left at either of 4 fake, * his attendance. 


London, April 30. 1768. ; | 4 
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